
8870 North Long Lake Road 
Traverse City, MI 49685

PARAMEDIC AMBULANCE AND FIRE/EMS STATION 
MILLAGE PROPOSAL INFORMATION



PARAMEDIC AMBULANCE

Long Lake Township Fire-Rescue currently 
provides first responder-level EMS service 
without an ambulance. All ambulances 
respond from stations located outside of 
Long Lake Township.   

At the request of citizens, Long Lake Township 
Fire-Rescue has prepared a millage proposal 
to provide personnel, equipment, and facilities 
necessary to operate a full-time 24/7/365 
paramedic advanced life support ambulance 
based in Long Lake Township and to construct 
a station capable of supporting all 24/7/365 
EMS and fire-rescue operations.

A dedicated advanced life support ambulance 
operating out of Long Lake Township’s station 
would require staffing of one paramedic and 
one EMT at all times. This ambulance would 
respond to all 911 medical emergencies, 
vehicle accidents, and structure fires within 
Long Lake Township and would provide patient 
transport to Munson Medical Center.

LONG LAKE AMBULANCE CALLS PER YEAR

  20162016 269 calls 269 calls

  20172017 291 calls 291 calls

  20182018 298 calls 298 calls

  20192019 292 calls 292 calls

  20202020 102 calls  102 calls (thru April 30, 2020)(thru April 30, 2020)

FIRE STATION

The current fire station was not designed  
for staffing to support fire and EMS personnel 
working 24/7/365, nor available floor space to 
park an ambulance.

In 2019, a needs assessment study was 
undertaken to determine present and 
future station space requirements. It was 
determined that a new station was needed 
as it is not feasible to expand the current 
building on township property.  

In 2020, the Township Board secured an 
option to purchase land for a new station to 
be located approximately 2500 feet east of 
the current fire station.
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BALLOT PROPOSAL LANGUAGE
The Ballot Proposal for voters on August 04, 2020 will 
have the following language:

AMBULANCE, ADVANCED LIFE SUPPORT AND 
ADDITIONAL EMERGENCY SERVICES OPERATING AND 
CAPITAL EXPENSE MILLAGE PROPOSAL

Shall the tax rate limitation imposed under 
Article IX, Sec. 6 of the Michigan Constitution 
on general ad valorem taxes within Long Lake 
Township be increased and a new additional 
millage be levied in the amount of up to 1.99  
mills ($1.99 per $1,000 of taxable value) for the 
period of 2020 through 2034, inclusive, for 
general operating and capital expenses of 
providing ambulance, advanced life support 
and additional emergency services for the 
township, including but not limited to the 
costs of financing the construction of a new 
emergency services station and payment of 
debt service on obligations issued therefor, and 
shall the township levy such millage for such 
purpose, raising an estimated $1,121,691 in the 
first year of the levy?

MILLAGE RATE
The existing 1 mill supports current fire-rescue 
operations and first responder-level EMS. 
1 mill ≈ $102 to the average Long Lake homeowner.

The proposed additional 1.99 mills would 
support paramedic ambulance, station 
construction, and operations.
1.99 mills ≈ $203 to the average Long Lake 
homeowner.

Total Emergency Services Millage: 2.99 mills.
2.99 mills ≈ $305 ($25.42 per month) to the average  
Long Lake homeowner.

  Median Long Lake Twp. Home True Cash Value = $255,400
  Median Long Lake Twp. Home Taxable Value = $102,000 

If approved by Long Lake Township voters, an 
approximate $3,200,000 fifteen-year bond is 
planned to be sold to finance the station with 
construction set to begin in 2021.

BALLOT PROPOSAL INFORMATION 

EXISTING EMERGENCY SERVICES MILLAGE
The current emergency services millage of 
1 mill supports fire-rescue operations out of 
the existing station. The Long Lake emergency 
services millage rate has not changed in 22 
years. One mill is approximately $102 for the 
average homeowner. This millage remains in 
effect regardless of the vote outcome.

PROPOSED AMBULANCE, ADVANCED LIFE 
SUPPORT, AND ADDITIONAL EMERGENCY SERVICES 
OPERATING & CAPITAL EXPENSE MILLAGE 
In addition to the current one mill that sustains 
current fire-rescue operations, the proposed 
ambulance service and station construction 
require a 1.99 mill increase to the existing one mill. 

The average Long Lake Township homeowner 
pays $102 for current fire-rescue operations 
and would see an increase of approximately 
$203 for the new ambulance service and station 
construction.

The ballot proposal will include language 
and funding to operate a full-time paramedic 
advanced life support ambulance and 
build a new station for EMS and fire-rescue 
emergency operations.



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Will the new station have sufficient room for 
firefighters, paramedics and EMTs?
Yes, the new station will have sleeping quarters, 
training areas and vehicle bays to support 
24/7/365 EMS, fire and rescue operations for all 
Long Lake Township residents.

What happens to the current fire station?  
The current fire station will be utilized for 
township parks maintenance equipment, 
additional voter precinct space, records storage, 
and township offices. 

What happens if this ballot proposal is not 
approved by voters? What happens to my 
Fire Department?
If the proposal fails to pass, Long Lake Fire-Rescue 
continues to operate out of the existing fire station 
at the current 1 mill rate. 

There will not be an ambulance at the Long Lake 
Township fire station. Long Lake Fire-Rescue will 
continue to provide first responder-level EMS 
services.

Who can I contact for property assessment 
information or if I have other questions?
Please call the Township office at (231) 946-2249 
or email us at ambulance@longlaketownship.com

BALLOT PROPOSAL SUMMARY
The 1.99 mill addition to the existing  
1 mill emergency service millage would 
provide for a full-time paramedic 
advanced life support ambulance 
operating from the proposed new 
station constructed approximately 
2500 feet east of the current station. 
The new station would house all Long 
Lake Township Fire-Rescue and EMS 
vehicles and would be staffed 24/7/365 
with firefighters and EMS staff.  The 
station would be constructed to 
provide facilities to support emergency 
operations, training and living quarters 
for firefighters and EMS personnel.


